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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Since arriving at SUNY Niagara this past summer, 

I have been impressed over and over. The warm 

welcome I received in July—from the college’s board 

of trustees, its executive team, the college foundation 

and association, Niagara County representatives and 

elected officials who represent western New York in 

Albany—meant so much to me professionally, but also 

personally. I knew for certain right away that I’d come 

to a special place.

The start of the fall semester brought our students, 

the faculty and the incredible energy of both back to 

campus. I have enjoyed learning about their aspirations 

for our future. These will shape the college’s next 

strategic plan, a shared vision of progress in service to 

all who seek a brighter tomorrow.

SUNY Niagara is a beautiful story that continues to 

unfold. Our charge is to evolve intentionally. We must 

empower all campus employees to contribute to our 

success and grow in their positions. In September, 

we launched a job satisfaction survey that will inform 

workplace enhancements and decisions about how 

best to support professional development.

SUNY has entrusted to me the stewardship not only of 

a campus, but of a thriving hub of learning, culture and 

community. I am confident that the same care and skill 

that has kept the institution on solid ground financially 

and generated enrollment gains in 2023 and 2024 will 

continue to propel SUNY Niagara forward. What an 

exciting time to be here!

Lloyd A. Holmes, Ph.D.
SUNY Niagara President



2023-2024 Annual Report     3

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
SUNY Niagara is governed under policies established by its board of trustees. All trustees are area residents, 
with a student trustee elected annually by the student body.

David Haylett, Jr.

William Ross Gail Tylec Gina Virtuoso Lee Wallace Jacob Flemming, Jr. 

Student Trustee

Sheila Smith

Secretary

Jason Cafarella

Vice Chairperson

Kevin Clark 

Chairperson

Katherine Alexander 

Financial Secretary

NIAGARA COUNTY LEGISLATURE
Irene M. Myers  
First District

Christopher J. McKimmie 
Third District

Jeffrey Elder 
Fourth District 

Christopher Voccio 
Sixth District

  

Jesse P. Gooch 
Seventh District 

Richard L. Andres 
Eighth District

David E. Godfrey 
Tenth District

Carla L. Speranza 
Twelfth District

Richard E. Abbott 
Thirteenth District

Shawn A. Foti 
Fourteenth District

Michael A. Hill 
Fifteenth District  

Rebecca J. Wydysh 
Chairman, Second District

Anthony J. Nemi 
Vice Chairman, Eleventh District

Randy R. Bradt 
Majority Leader, Ninth District

Christopher A. Robins 
Minority Leader, Fifth District
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AT A GLANCE

Accreditations
Institutional Accreditation
Middle States Commission on  
Higher Education

Baking and Pastry Arts 
Culinary Arts
American Culinary Federation  
Education Foundation

Medical Assistant
Medical Assisting Education  
Review Board (MAERB)

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs (CAAHEP)

College Financial Data (2022-23) Small Business Development 
Center (2023-24)

Degrees Awarded 
(2023-2024)

Certificates - 224
Associate of Arts - 102
Associate of Science - 221
Associate of Applied Science - 330
Microcredential - 1

Enrollment (Fall 2023)*
4,176 - New York (98%)
68 - Out of State (2%)
2,747 - Niagara County (65%)
1,497 - Out of County (35%)
*Four terms are included in this time-
frame. Subtotals may not equal the sum 
above since students could enroll in 
more than one term in this timeframe.

Student Costs  
(per semester)
Full-Time Tuition:  
$3,581.50
Housing Cost:  
$4,300 - $5,780

Nursing
Accreditation Commission for Education  
in Nursing (ACEN) Registered Professional Nursing

New York State Education Department  
Registered Professional Nursing
  
New York State Education Department
Licensed Practical Nursing 

Radiologic Technology
Joint Review Committee on Education 
in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT)

Surgical Technology
Accreditation Review Council on Education in 
Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (ARC/
STSA)

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs (CAAHEP)

(A)  Does not include the <income> 
expense associated with Government 
Accounting Standards Board Statement 
(GASBS) 75 regarding the accounting 
for other post-employment benefits of 
<$15,737,927> or GASBS 68 regarding the 
accounting for the college’s proportionate 
share of the New York state pension plans 
of <1,451,523> for fiscal year 2022-23.

REVENUE
Total: $42,194,279

Student revenue: $15,646,653 
State aid: $10,422,997 
Sponsor contributions: $8,971,000 
Chargebacks: $5,904,180 
Federal appropriations: $906,349 
Other revenues: $1,550,572 
Change to fund balance: <$1,207,472> 
Fund balance: $24,138,437

EXPENSES
Total: $42,194,279

Personnel services: $23,159,887 
Employee benefits (A): $12,016,847 
Contractual expenses: $6,516,012 
Equipment: $501,533

Clients counseled: 656                               
Counseling hours provided: 2,542       
New business starts: 48 
Capital infusion: $22,341,702                   
Number of loans/equity: 67                 
Jobs created/saved: 441              
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Employees
Total employees: 561
Number of full-time faculty,  
staff, administrators: 275

Number of adjunct faculty  
credit instructors: 155

Number of part-time staff,  
administrators, non-credit instructors: 131

Facilities
Acres: 287
Buildings: 12

Total Alumni: 43,909

Alumni
Admissions Profile 
(Fall 2023)

First-Time Registered  
Freshmen: 895
Registered Transfers: 342

Student/Faculty 
Ratio (Fall 2023)12:1

Athletics

1 
Intramural sport  
(men’s club hockey)

191  
Student-athletes 
participated in athletics

10  
NJCAA-affiliated  teams

3 NJCAA  
Region III Titles 

Wrestling 
Women’s Basketball 
Men’s Golf

students16
Average Class Size

Top Majors (Fall 2023)

Liberal Arts and Sciences, A.A.
441
Nursing, A.A.S.
296
Business: Business Administration, A.A.S. or A.S.
236
Liberal Arts and Sciences: 
Humanities and Social Science, A.A.
193
Psychology, A.S.
148
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STUDY ABROAD
In May 2024, a group of SUNY Niagara students, led by Professor Bridget 
Beilein, embarked on an unforgettable 10-day study abroad journey 
through Germany, Austria, Italy, and Switzerland. The trip provided 
students with a unique opportunity to immerse themselves in European 
culture, history, and natural beauty.

Beginning in Germany, the students explored the vibrant city of Munich, 
participating in a walking tour that included visits to iconic landmarks 
such as the Munich Residenz, Marienplatz, St. Peters Church, the BMW 
Museum, and the historic Hofbräuhaus. Additionally, they gained a 
sobering understanding of Germany’s past with a visit to the Dachau 
Concentration Camp.

The journey continued to Austria, where the students explored the 
picturesque city of Innsbruck. From there, they crossed the border into 
Italy, where they embarked on walking tours of Murano and Burano, 
famous for their glassblowing and lace-making traditions. In Venice, 
they experienced the city’s unique charm through a gondola ride and a 
walking tour. Milan, another Italian gem, offered the students a chance to 
visit the Piazza del Duomo, Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II, Sforzesco Castle, 
and Sempione Park.

The final leg of the trip took the students to Switzerland, where they 
explored the charming city of Lucerne, visiting the Lion Monument, 
Chapel Bridge, and taking a gondola ride to the top of Rigi Kulm 
Mountain. Their adventure concluded in Zurich, where they toured the 
Lindt Chocolate Museum.

ACADEMICS
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SUNY CHANCELLOR’S AWARDS
SUNY Niagara celebrates two outstanding students, 
Kaitlyn Goss (Radiologic Technology) and Brooke Wells 
(Nursing), named recipients of the 2024 Chancellor’s 
Awards for Student Excellence (CASE). Goss and Wells 
were honored at an awards ceremony in Albany on 
April 11 hosted by SUNY Chancellor John B. King, Jr.

The CASE is SUNY’s highest honor for students. It 
recognizes outstanding achievements in academics, 
leadership, campus involvement, community service 
and the arts.

PRESIDENT’S CUP AWARD
The 2024 President’s Cup Award was presented 
to sophomore baseball standout Matthew 
Procopio.

The President’s Cup is the most distinguished 
award in SUNY Niagara intercollegiate athletics. 
It is presented to a student who excels both on 
the field and in the classroom. 

SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY EARNS 100% 
ON NATIONAL CERTIFICATION EXAM
SUNY Niagara celebrated a historic achievement for 
its Surgical Technology program. The graduating 
class of 2024 marks a first in the program’s history, 
with the entire student cohort earning a passing 
grade on the National Board of Surgical Technology 
and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA) Certified Surgical 
Technologist (CST) exam.

ELECTRONICS TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
SUNY Niagara announced the launch of its new 
Electronics Technology program for the fall 2024 
semester. This program is designed to prepare 
graduates for careers in the field of electronics with 
courses curated to target skill sets used by modern 
electrical technicians.
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PHI THETA KAPPA ALL NEW YORK 
ACADEMIC AWARD
Congratulations to SUNY Niagara students Hang 
Tran, Sonya Arnold and Jacob Marra on their 
recognition for exemplary academic achievement 
in the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. State 
Senator Robert Ortt presented them with their 
certificates  in the New York State Capitol.

NEW WELDING FACILITY
In January 2023, SUNY Niagara announced 
the opening of it’s new metal fabrication and 
welding facility.

With a $300,000 grant from the National Science 
Foundation, we were able to renovate existing 
space dedicated to the welding trade. The space 
includes a virtual welding machine that allows 
students to simulate various processes, one of 
only 10 robotic welders in Western New York, and 
an industrial processing lab.

STUDENT SHOWCASE
The college had an amazing turnout for its annual 
Student Showcase. Students presented passion 
projects that were developed under the mentorship 
of faculty and staff. Topics included fine arts, pastry 
arts, genetics, mental health, massage therapy, 
animation, anatomy and more.

CPR GOES VIRTUAL
Russell Crispell, an adjunct professor at SUNY Niagara, 
is using virtual reality (VR) to revolutionize CPR 
training. By immersing students in simulated life-
threatening scenarios, Crispell is providing a more 
engaging and realistic learning experience.

With funding from the college, Crispell has developed 
a library of VR videos that place students in various 
first aid situations. These simulations allow students to 
practice their skills in a safe environment and develop 
a deeper understanding of how to respond effectively.

ACADEMICS
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SUNY NIAGARA REBRANDING
Niagara County Community College underwent a rebrand involving 
extensive research and collaboration. This change was all about making 
our college easier to recognize and understand. The college spent a lot 
of time talking to students, parents, teachers, staff, former students, 
and people in the community to get their ideas. Together, we created a 
brand that better represents who we are and what we do. 

In introducing our new brand to the community, the college hosted a 
launch event on campus with music, food, drinks and giveaways with 
the new SUNY Niagara logo. Between 400-425 guests attended. The 
sentiment following the event was overwhelmingly positive, and the 
feedback the Public Relations office received surrounding the event was 
encouraging. A member of the NCCC Foundation board of trustees and 
college donor added after the event that it was, “an honor to be there to 
see all the students take part in the festivities.”

In the following months, SUNY Niagara’s operations department got 
to work updating key campus infrastructure with the new imagery, 
including road signs, banners, wayfinding signs and more.

EVENTS
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ECLIPSE
NASA chose SUNY Niagara as a site for a variety 
of presentations and exhibits related to the 
April 8 solar eclipse. Janet Petro, director of the 
Kennedy Space Center, and NASA Astronaut 
Jeremy Hansen visited the college’s Sanborn 
campus to speak, capping an impressive slate of 
events centered around the eclipse.

SUNY CHANCELLOR VISITS JOHN R. 
OISHEI CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
SUNY Chancellor John B. King visited SUNY 
Niagara to announce a $1.72 million investment 
in expanding childcare centers across SUNY 
campuses.

Chancellor King said, “Having that college degree 
is more important than ever to compete for good 
jobs in New York’s rapidly evolving workplaces, and 
for many of our students, services like child care are 
essential for them to earn their spot at graduation.”

CULINARY DEMONSTRATIONS  
ON DAYTIME BUFFALO
Niagara Falls Culinary Institute Chef Emily 
Lonigan began a weekly segment on Daytime 
Buffalo, a local television show. Chef Lonigan 
demonstrates how to make culinary and pastry 
delicacies in your own kitchen. Dishes featured 
have included andouille and sweet potato 
hash, upside down tacos, bacon egg bites, cake 
mix cookies, cherry galette and peanut butter 
chocolate icebox pie.

JORDAN POYER VISITS SUNY NIAGARA
Jordan Poyer, a former All-Pro safety for the Buffalo 
Bills, visited SUNY Niagara in September for a 
discussion about his battle with alcohol addiction 
and path to recovery. The event was open to the 
community and included a question and answer 
session.
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2ND ANNUAL CANNABIS CONFERENCE
SUNY Niagara hosted the 2nd annual SUNY Cannabis 
Conference in January. This two-part event delved 
into the blossoming cannabis industry, providing 
attendees with valuable insights from industry 
leaders and networking opportunities.

The conference began Jan. 8 with a half-day 
program dedicated to the culinary applications of 
cannabis. Held at the Niagara Falls Culinary Institute, 
this event featured a CBD-infused lunch and a light 
dinner. The day also included the first-ever, nationally 
sanctioned, American Culinary Federation culinary 
cannabis competition, showcasing the creativity 
and skill of talented chefs and their use of culinary 
cannabis.

On Jan. 9, the conference shifted to the Sanborn 
campus. That day’s program focused on the latest 
research, technology and opportunities within the 
New York state cannabis industry. The program 
featured presentations from leading experts, 
including those from conference Gold Sponsor, the 
Dent Cannabis Research Center, across a variety 
of fields including medical applications, cannabis 
genetics, processing technology, and human 
resources.

COMMENCEMENT 2024
In May, SUNY Niagara celebrated the achievements 
of 711 graduates, with 322 crossing the stage during 
the commencement ceremony. The event featured 
a keynote address by Thomas J. Quatroche, Jr., 
president of Erie County Medical Center, who inspired 
graduates as they embarked on their next chapter.

NURSING PINNING CEREMONY
The SUNY Niagara Nursing Pinning Ceremony 
in May marked a significant milestone for 78 
graduates. The ceremony honored the hard 
work and dedication of the graduating class, 
recognizing its commitment to patient care. 
Graduates recited the Nightingale Pledge 
and received their pins, a symbol of their 
professional journey.

EVENTS
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ANNIE’S CLOSET GRAND OPENING
Annie’s Closet, a vision realized through the collective efforts of our 
past and present colleagues, is a testament to our commitment 
to empowering students. This initiative provides students with 
access to professional attire, essential for interviews and career 
development. By offering a safe and supportive environment, 
Annie’s Closet fosters confidence and nurtures the SUNY Niagara 
community.

In addition to providing clothing, Annie’s Closet offers guidance on 
appropriate attire for various situations and ensures confidentiality 
for all students. The Success Center will complement these efforts 
by providing training and leadership development, helping 
students achieve their employment aspirations.

Named after Anne E. Edwards, a dedicated director of student 
activities, and fierce student advocate known for her compassion 
and inclusivity, Annie’s Closet carries on her legacy of creating 
welcoming and safe spaces for all students.

COMMUNITY
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FREE COURSE OFFERED TO PARENTS IN  
NIAGARA FALLS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
SUNY Niagara partnered with the Niagara Falls 
City School District to offer a free college course to 
parents whose children are enrolled in the district. 
The course, English 102: Writing II and Introduction 
to Literature, reinforces writing skills and introduces 
students to the study of literature.

STUDENT VOTER REGISTRATION
SUNY Niagara committed to the ALL IN Campus 
Democracy Challenge, encouraging each eligible 
college student to register to vote and then cast 
a ballot in every election. SUNY Niagara’s former 
President William Murabito joined more than 625 
college presidents and chancellors who also signed 
on to the challenge, which aims to fully engage 
students in the electoral process.

SUICIDE AWARENESS  
AND PREVENTION
Former college President William J. Murabito and 
Student Government Association Vice President 
Nijah-Zanaye Heyward joined fellow SUNY 
leaders and students across the state to spread 
awareness during National Suicide Prevention 
Month.

COURSEWORK OFFERED AT  
NIAGARA COUNTY JAIL
SUNY Niagara is offering college courses to inmates 
at the Niagara County Jail as part of the SUNY Higher 
Education for the Justice-Involved initiative. While 
the initiative has been offered by 13 SUNY campuses 
in 20 state prisons, SUNY Niagara is one of the first to 
offer the program in a county jail.
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DAY OF GIVING
On Nov. 28, the SUNY Niagara campus 
community came together to raise money 
for Athletics, the Student Showcase, and the 
college’s Annual Fund. The day consisted of 
donation challenges, basket raffles, and various 
on-campus activities.

NIAGARA COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACADEMY CONSTRUCTION 
The Niagara County Law Enforcement Academy 
(NCLEA) held a walkthrough of their new facility in 
April. The new facility is located on the west side of 
SUNY Niagara’s sanborn campus.

Media attendees got a glimpse of the construction 
progress, the planned facilities and had a chance to 
speak with Sheriff Michael Filicetti and Legislature 
Chairman Becky Wydysh about the development of 
the project.

COMMUNITY

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
SUNY Niagara’s Lewis Library & NYS Department of 
Taxation offered free tax assistance to the public. New 
Yorkers who earned $79,000 or less in 2023 qualified 
to meet with representatives from the New York State 
Department of Taxation and Finance who walked 
them through filing tax returns online.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Each year, SUNY Niagara participates in the 
United Way Day of Caring. In June 2024, members 
of our team volunteered at Oakwood Cemetery in 
helping to garden and beautify the grounds.
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3 NJCAA REGION III CHAMPIONSHIPS  
Wrestling 
The wrestling program won the Region III title for the 26th time in school history. 
The Thunderwolves had four individuals – Joseph Florance, Michael Catanzaro, 
Renso Montalvo and Kace Cook – qualify for the NJCAA Championships in Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. Cook finished in eighth place in his weight class, becoming the 55th 
All-American in program history. 

Women’s Basketball 
The women’s basketball program won 27 games and a sixth consecutive Region 
III championship. The Thunderwolves had five players – Faith Alessandra, Rachel 
Kamrowski, Mia Little, Tessa Schuey and Krystal Smith – earn All-Region honors. 
Alessandra was also Region III Player of the Year, Region III Tournament MVP and 
an NJCAA Div. II All-American. 

Men’s Golf 
The men’s golf program earned its third regional championship in the past four 
seasons. All five members of the squad – Eliel Rodriguez, Adam Firkins, Ryan 
Kates, Teddy Swiech and Charlie Nuttle – picked up All-Region recognition. Firkins, 
meanwhile, was an NJCAA Div. III All-American after he led the Thunderwolves to a 
fourth-place finish at Nationals. 

WALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
Shay Shive 
Inducted in 2024 - Wrestling 

Christian Young 
Inducted in 2024 - Baseball

ATHLETICS
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LUMINA FOUNDATION MINI-GRANT BOOSTS PUBLIC RELATIONS 
The PR office won a $50,000 mini-grant award from the Lumina Foundation to support efforts to generate 
innovative brand awareness and procure specialized photography equipment to enhance the college’s digital 
presence. The funds will enable PR to further its digital marketing campaign through social media, audio, 
paid search, and other digital marketing tactics. 

NYSED - PTECH COMPUTER SCIENCE GRANT 2023-2030 
Niagara Falls City School District and North Tonawanda City School District each in partnership with SUNY 
Niagara submitted for $2.3 million and $3.3 million, respectably, in funding to implement a new Computer 
Technology career-preparation pathway for 272 students, culminating in A.A.S. degrees in computer science 
(including computer hardware and software engineering) or computer information systems.  SUNY Niagara 
was selected as a partner for its ability to prepare students for careers in computer science, its proximity to 
both districts and expertise in administering successful PTECH programs. The college offers an extensive 
support system to ensure that students with diverse educational needs can be successful. Careers in these 
fields are anticipated to remain in high-demand throughout the region over the next 10 years. This pathway 
also provides a foundation for four-year degrees in several fields if graduates choose to continue their 
education. 
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GRANTS

Funder Funding

The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)  $10,000

Lumina Foundation PR's SUNY Rebranding  $50,000

Lumina Foundation through SUNY Research Foundation REACH Phase Two  $10,000

Lumina Foundation through SUNY Research Foundation SEM Phase Two  $10,000

The Margaret L. Wendt Foundation - Men of Merit  $25,000

NYSED - Coordinated Collection Development Aid - Annual Library Aid FY '24  $7,784

NYSED - Liberty Partnership Program  $522,864

NYSED Perkins Title V Career and Technical Education Act  $561,068

NYSED - PTECH - N.F. High School as the Lead Agency 2023/24  $120,395

NYSED - PTECH II - N.F. High School as the Lead Agency 2023/24  $17,000

NYSED - PTECH - N.T. High School as the Lead Agency 2023/24  $25,000

Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD)  $969,328

Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) - Workforce Retention  $91,824

The Statler Foundation - NFCI Experiential Learning Upgrades  $13,360

SUNY Cannabis Workforce Development  $333,333

SUNY Child Care Block Grant  $38,500

SUNY Child Care Expansion  $100,000

SUNY Child Care Operational Grant  $79,908

SUNY Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)  $105,000 

SUNY High Needs Nursing Funding for Simulation  $60,000

SUNY High Needs Program - Microcredentials  $45,000

SUNY IITG HyFlex Course Development and Delivery  $10,000

SUNY Internship Program for Culinary Students 2023-2024  $158,000

SUNY Mental Health Internship Pilot  $215,000

SUNY OER (Open Educational Resources) Services Impact Grants Program  $15,000

SUNY Temporary Staffing for FAFSA 2024  $22,517

US DOE - Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS)  $99,838

Total  $3,715,719

The Grants Office managed over $3.7 million in grant funding during the most recently completed fiscal year. 
Thirty-three grant applications, totaling $4.3 million in funding requests were made in 2023 - 2024. 
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VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK UNVEILING
The college’s annual Veterans Day ceremony took on deeper meaning 
in 2023 with the dedication of the Veterans Memorial Park. Designed to 
be a focal point for visitors driving onto the campus, the park features 
a reflection wall commemorating military heroes who have had an 
association with NCCC, large American and New York state flags, a 
POW/MIA flag and emblems of all six branches of the U.S. military.

The new park also incorporates the monument from an earlier 
memorial to veterans. In April 1976, the college’s board of trustees 
approved a site on campus to recognize servicemen and women. The 
college, Niagara County Community College Veterans Association and 
a host of dignitaries and officials gathered to dedicate a memorial park 
later that year.

Over 100 sponsors contributed nearly $250,000 to the Veterans 
Memorial Park project. The college was honored to host New York 
State Senator Robert Ortt, who delivered the keynote address on the 
occasion of its opening.

NCCC FOUNDATION
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI  
AWARD RECIPIENTS
At the NCCC Foundation Scholarship Soirée, the 
2023 Distinguished Alumni Award recognized two 
exceptional SUNY Niagara graduates: Mark Cye ’93, 
president of BryLin Hospital (right), and Michael 
Filicetti ’10, Sheriff of Niagara County (left). Both 
recipients embody the college’s core values of 
leadership, service, and community impact.

DISTINGUISHED STUDENT SCHOLARS
From left to right, Grace Trombley, Makenna 
Elsenheimer, Kaylee Bugman, Jackson Hopkins, 
Gwendolyn Johnson and Jenna Dobrasz were 
announced the Distinguished Student Scholarship 
recipients for 2023-2025.  The Distinguished Student 
Scholarship is SUNY Niagara’s most prestigious award 
for incoming freshmen. It offers Niagara County high 
school graduates two years of tuition-free education.

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP SOIRÉE
The NCCC Foundation’s newly rebranded Scholarship 
Soirée took place in October, at the Niagara Falls 
Culinary Institute, bringing together alumni, 
community leaders, and supporters for an elegant 
evening dedicated to advancing student success. 
All proceeds from this annual event benefit SUNY 
Niagara’s student scholarship fund, helping to 
provide essential financial assistance for students 
in pursuit of their educational goals. Support from 
donors and sponsors makes this event a success.

WILLIAM J. MURABITO, PH.D 
ATHLETICS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
After 58 years of dedicated service within the 
SUNY system—including leading SUNY Niagara 
since 2017—Dr. William Murabito has retired, 
yet he wanted to leave a lasting mark on the 
institution. As part of his legacy, he established 
a scholarship fund in his name to support SUNY 
Niagara athletes in their educational pursuits.
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Executive Committee 

James Turner ’86, chairman                                        
Dr. David Bonnevie ’74, vice chairman                   
Marc O’Hearn, treasurer     
Dr. Martin H. Drake ’75, secretary                           

Jason Cafarella ’98, board of trustees appointment 
Jayne Schaber, member at large 
Steven Sinclair, member at large 

Board of Directors 
Kristine Arcadi, ’06 
Nancy Babis, ’84 
Vincent A. “Jimmy” Cancemi ’68 
Sharon Certo 
Jane N. Haenle 
Michael Hooper 
Robert MacDonald, Jr. 
Michelle Madigan 

NCCC FOUNDATION BOARD 2023-2024

PRESIDENTIAL PARTNERS
In 1993, the late President Gerald L. Miller 
formed the Presidential Partner’s group. 
Annually donors were invited to become 
acquainted with the president and be 
included in special activities or significant 
events associated with the college. In 
return, the Presidential Partners were asked 
to donate $1,000 to the NCCC Foundation 
annually, renewable with their permission. 

For more information, contact the NCCC 
Foundation office at (716) 614-5910 or visit 
niagaracc.suny.edu/foundation/presidential-
partners.

2023-2024 Presidential Partners

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Canada 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent (Jimmy) A. Cancemi ’68 

Ms. Sharon Certo 

Mr. Kevin C. Clark 

Mr. & Mrs. John (Barbara Murphy) DeSimone 

Dr. & Mrs. Martin H. Drake ’75 

Mr. David Gordon 

Dr. Lloyd Holmes 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Lynch ’93, ’98 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert McKeown ‘88 

Mr. James A. Mezhir ‘68 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard (Gay) Molnar 

Dr. & Mrs. William Murabito  

Dr. & Mrs. James Murphy 

Mr. & Mrs. Marc O’Hearn 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel (Ann Briody) Petock 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Reid  

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Sinclair 

Mr. & Mrs. James Turner ’86 

Dr. & Mrs. Jerome (Lydia) Ulatowski 

Ms. Barbara Walck ’12 

PATRICK P. LEE FOUNDATION SCHOLARS
The Distinguished Lee Scholar Award honors outstanding 
students who exemplify the Patrick P. Lee Foundation’s 
core values of integrity, leadership, and service in both 
their personal and academic lives. These scholars show 
leadership inside and outside the classroom, actively 
contribute to the Lee Scholar community, and find 
impactful ways to give back to others. This year, the Patrick 
P. Lee Foundation awarded scholarships to five of our 
students. Pictured in front are Lee Scholars Kathy Grimm, 
Kasey Grunkel, Elleyna Laufer, and Teagan O’Rourke, with 
current recipients representing programs in nursing and 
radiation technology.
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James A. Mezhir ’68 
Gay Molnar 
Fred Rickan, ’81 
Lester Robinson, III ’87 
William L. Ross 
Dr. Leon Smith 
Matthew Zvolensky 
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THANK YOU 
NCCC FOUNDATION DONORS
We would like to thank all of you for 
your generosity. We have attempted 
to recognize each gift of $100+ from 
September 1, 2023 - August 30, 2024 
and regret any inadvertent omissions. 
Should you notice a discrepancy, please 
call (716) 614-5910 or email 
found@niagaracc.suny.edu.

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Adjemian ‘68
Ms. Katherine Alexander
Alliance Niagara Federal Credit Union
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Andres, Jr. ‘99
Mr. and Mrs. Gary (Kristine ‘06) Arcadi
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn W. Arthurs
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Malof
Ascension Industries, Inc
Mr. John C. Assimotos
Ms. Mary Ellen Aureli
Mr. James M. Austin
Ayr Coach Lines
Ms. Nancy Babis ’84
Mr. John Baran
Mr. Braidy Barnes
Barnes & Noble College Booksellers, Inc.
Mr. David R. Barrett, CPA
Batavia Downs Gaming & Hotel
Ms. Bridget Beilein
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Beilein
Ms. Angela Bennett
Mrs. Annette Beutel
Mr. and Mrs. Nate Beutel
Dr. and Mrs. David Bonnevie ‘74
Mr. Bob Bradfield
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Petock
Mrs. Tammy Bruno
Brylin Hospital
Mr. Mike Bueno
Ms. Kimberly A. Buerger
Buffalo State College
Dr. Suzanne Buffamanti
Mr. Ed Busha
Mr. Jim Busha

Mr. Justin Caballero
Mr. and Mrs. Jason (Nicole ‘01)    
    Cafarella ‘98
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Canada
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent (Jimmy)     
    Cancemi ‘68
Mr. Steven Cerne
Ms. Rose Certo
Ms. Sharon Certo
Mr. David R. Chamberlain*
Mr. Robert Cianciosa
Mr. Thomas A. Cinelli
Mr. Kevin C. Clark
Mrs. Camryn Collins
Mr. Joseph F. Colosi
Mr. Paul Conibear
Ms. Rose Connolly
Mr. Paul Crawford
CRB Holdings Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Critenden
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Currey
Delaware North Companies
Mr. Kevin DellaPenta
Mr. Josh Delong
Mr. and Mrs. Justin DeLuca
Mr. Dwayne Dewyea
Ms. Kathleen Dietz
Mr. and Mrs. John 
    (Barbara Murphy) DeSimone
Ms. Katherine M. Dolce
Dr. and Mrs. Martin H. Drake ‘75
Mr. Dave Eggers
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Eichner
Empire State Diversity Honors   
    Scholarship
Erie County Medical Center
Evans Bank
Faculty Association of NCCC
Ms. Jillian M. Faddoul ‘98
Fidelity Charitable
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Filicetti ‘10
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Finkbeiner
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Fisher
Foit-Albert Associates
Fox Fence Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fracassi

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth M. Franasiak
Frey Electric
G & G Fitness Equipment, LLC
Mr. Bill Gannon
Mr. Terry Gill ‘93
Mr. Tom Goodnick
Mr. David Gordon
Ms. Susan P. Gugino
Mr. Craig Guiliani
Mr. Ronald Gwozdek
Mrs. Jane N. Haenle
Mr. Brian Hamluk
Hard Rock Cafe International 
    (USA), Inc.
Mrs. Amanda Haseley
Haseley & Son Antiques
Mr.  David J. Haylett, Jr.
Mr. Chris Herbeck
Hodgson Russ LLP
Dr. Lloyd Holmes
Mr.  Michael Hooper
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hoover
Ms. Holly M. Hume
Independent Health
Mr. Raed Jabaji
JD GIfts, LLC
John Fiore Foundation Inc
Mr. Ryan A. Johnson
Ms. Anne M. Jowsey
Mr. Michael P. Kather
KeyBank-Buffalo
Mr. Robert J. King
Mr. Derek Klemer
Ms. Nancy Knechtel
Mr. Eric Knuutila
Kopczynski Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kopczynski
Mr. Robert Koshinski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael LaFever ’70 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lane
Lawley Insurance
Mr. Michael Layman
Mr. Jeff Leo
Ms. Jean Linn
Lumina Foundation
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Mr. and Mrs Wayne Lynch ‘93, ‘98
M & T Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. MacDonald, Jr.
Mr. Matthew Mackey
Mr. Dathan Madding
Ms. Michelle Madigan
Mr. Don Maggard
Margaret L. Wendt Foundation
Mr. Corny McGillicuddy
Mr. James A. Mezhir
Mr. and Mrs.  Robert McKeown ‘88
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Michel
Ms. Cynthia Miller
Mr. Ron Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Molnar
Monroe Sealers
Monroe Tresselt Scholarship
Mr. Steven Moran ‘86
Assemblyman Angelo Morinello
Mount St. Mary’s Hospital
Dr. and Mrs. William Murabito
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Murphy
Dr. and Mrs. James Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Murphy
Mr. Zach Murray
Mr. Michael A. Nasca
NCCC Athletic Department
NCCC College Association
Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center
Niagara Falls National Heritage Area
Niagara National Inc.
Niagara University
North Atlantic States Regional 
    Council of Carpenters
Ocean Reef Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Marc O’Hearn
Mr. Matt Oleski
Mr. David O’Neill
Senator Robert Ortt
Mr. and Mrs. William Paterson ‘65
Patrick P. Lee Foundation
Mr. Robert Patronik
Mr. Todd Peehler
Ms. Catherine Peuquet
Mr. Todd R. Phillips ‘98, ‘01

Mr. Anthony Piccione
Picone Construction Corporation
Ms. Diane Piegza
Mr. Michael Pikus
Mr. and Mrs. James Pitman
Mr. Mike Porth
Mr. and Mrs. Bren T. Price
Project Future Center
Mr. Kevin Przybylak
Mr. Gene Pucci
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Purdy
Mr. Raymond Reichert
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Reid
Reid Petroleum Corp
Ms. Barbara Reisch
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rickan ‘81
Ms. Carol Riniolo
Mr. Lester Robinson, III ‘87
Mr. David Rogers
Mr. Nicholas Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. William Ross
Mr. Jon Roth
Ms. Weltha Rutland
Ms. Laurie A. Ryan
S & H Enterprises
Mr. Donald G. Sabato
Ms. Elizabeth Sachs
Ms. Jayne Schaber
Mr. Mark Schrantz
Mr. Frederick J. Sdao
Mr. Domenic Senese
Sevenson Environmental Service
Shawnee Country Barns Antiques
Sheraton at the Falls
Ms. Lynne Shuster
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Siddall
Ms. Theresa Silvestre
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sinclair
Mr.  Donald Singleton, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Smith ‘65
Ms. Sheila L. Smith
Mr. Patrick J. Sorge ‘85
Ms. Abagail Sortore
Mr.  Thomas  Spina 
Statler Foundation

Mr. David Stimson
Mr. John D. Strong
SUNY Niagara Radiologic        
    Technology Department
Dr. Virginia Taylor ’76
Mr. Scott Terranova
Ms. Gail Testa-Romano
The Commencement Group
The Progressive Insurance           
    Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James Toellner ’78
Mr. Timothy Y. Tomsen
Toth’s Sports
Mr. Robert J. Travis ’75
Mr. and Mrs. James  Turner ‘86
Mrs. Gail L. Tylec
UBMD Orthopaedics & 
    Sports Medicine
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome Ulatowski
United Health Care
United States Treasury
United Way of Buffalo & 
    Erie County
United Way of Greater Niagara
University Orthopedic 
    Services, Inc.
Viola, Cummings & Lindsay LLP
Ms. Gina Virtuoso
Mr. Chris Voccio
Ms. Barbara Walck ‘12
Ms. LaVonne Walker
Mr. and Mrs. David Warchocki
Wegmans
West Herr Automotive Group
Mr. Frank T. Wierzbowski
William Davis Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Winkley
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Winter ‘75
Ms. Qiaoling Ye
Mr. Pascal Zanzano
Mrs. Elizabeth Zulawski
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Zvolensky

*deceased
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