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Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences Division Award Winner, May Shenk
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Phi Theta Kappa All New York 
Academic Award
Phi Theta Kappa members Regan Lytle (left) and Bridget 
Hersee (right) are the 2022 recipients of the Phi Theta 
Kappa All New York Academic Award. State Senator 
Robert Ortt (center) met with the students in his Albany 
office to recognize their academic achievements. 

Honors Institute Graduation
The NCCC Honors Institute hosted their annual 
Graduation Tea and honored their 2023 graduates.

Giuliana Denitto, Andrew Binks, and Sofiia Saraj 
were presented their cords and medals by Honors 
Institute Coordinator Pamela Lange (left), along 
with family, friends, and NCCC President William 
Murabito (center).

NCCC at Night
NCCC at Night, an evening college designed with busy 
adults in mind, took shape in 2023, offering degrees and 
certificates from Accounting, Business, Computer Aided 
Drafting & Design, Direct Support Professional, Early 
Childhood Studies, Liberal Arts and Sciences, Physical 
Education Studies, Practical Nursing, Teaching Assistant 
and Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
programs. NCCC at Night offers students access to 
academic resources including our library, academic 
coaches, tutoring, workshops, OIT assistance, and 
personalized advisement. Other supports include credit 
for prior learning, extended dining services hours and 
assistance throughout the financial aid process.

“Best of SUNY” Arts Awards
Five NCCC students were selected to have their 
artwork included in “The Best of SUNY 2022- 2023”, 
a statewide exhibition displayed in the H. Carl 
McCall State University Plaza Building in Albany. 
The exhibition features work produced by some of 
the most talented students enrolled in art classes at 
SUNY institutions across the state. 

Left to right: Sam Marod, Abigail Stiokas, Noah Greene,  
Gina Krolewski, and Sarah Falsetti

Academics
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NCCC Turns 60
NCCC’s commemoration of its 60th anniversary 
began in October of 2022. The college wove its 
theme, “Honoring the Past and Reimagining the 
Future,” into activities including the Diamond 
Scholarship Gala, Veterans Day program, 
Gingerbread Wonderland installation at the 
Niagara Falls Culinary Institute, Commencement, 
and Nerds Gone Wild concert.

Welcome Week
On August 25, 2022, Student Life welcomed the 
60th class to NCCC with a two-day orientation. 
Orientation was followed by a week of fun 
activities including a hypnotist, outdoor movies 
and a foam party.  

Niagara County Law Enforcement 
Academy Training Center 
Officials from Niagara County, including Legislature 
Chairman Becky Wydysh and Sheriff Michael Filicetti, 
joined President Murabito and representatives from several 
regional police agencies at a ceremonial groundbreaking 
for the Niagara County Law Enforcement Academy training 
facility on July 25. The county and college partnered to fund 
the $8.3 million project. The 15,000 square-foot building, 
located on the west side of the college’s campus, will feature 
classrooms with movable walls, men’s and women’s locker 
rooms, a reality-based training room and a use-of-force 
simulator. A ribbon cutting is anticipated in 2024.

Other capital projects included a $500,000 investment to 
reconfigure and renovate a 6,000 square-foot space in our 
G Building to provide space for student clubs to meet and 
host activities. The footprint will also include gaming area 
breakout rooms for students to use.

To address the growing need for skilled trades workers, 
the college has begun construction of a workspace for 
machining and welding instruction in a dedicated 10,000 
square-foot technology arts and advanced manufacturing 
center.

Among the $750,000 in enhancements to allied health 
programs this past year are a new radiological lab, nursing 
simulator lab and surgical technology lab featuring 
advanced simulators.

Events
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Chef Emily Lonigan demonstrates how to prepare steak

Community education participants

Reverse seared ribeye with crispy frizzled onions and 
browned butter warm potato salad
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GETTING INVOLVED
Community

Community Events at NFCI
The Niagara Falls Culinary Institute (NFCI) has increased it’s offerings of 
culinary classes and events to the community. Cooking classes were offered 
in reverse seared steak, jambalaya pasta, pan-roasted chicken, and cake 
decorating, just to name a few. 

Director of Community Education and Chef, Emily Lonigan, also introduced 
a series of wine-pairing dinners at the student-run restaurant, Savor. Guest 
chefs included Chef Bobby Anderson from season four of Hell’s Kitchen, 
Chef Eury Santana, a 2020 NFCI alumnus, as well as featured student-chefs.

NFCI Professional Development Day
In December 2022, NFCI invited out-of-state high school culinary educators 
to a professional development day. NFCI chefs prepared a full day of 
demonstrations that showcased the institute including Innovative Cooking 
Skills (Sous Vide), Ice Carving, Showpieces and Sugar Sculptures, Culinary 
Cannabis, Wine Tasting and Hospitality, followed by dinner at our student-
run restaurant, Savor. 

Chef Eury Santana Chef Scott Steiner demonstrates at Professional Development Day
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“Pink-Out” Hockey Game 
In support of Breast Cancer Awareness, NCCC hosted 
a “pink-out” hockey game to raise funds for Roswell 
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center. A check for 
$1,540 was presented to Roswell on behalf of NCCC 
Athletics, Student Life and NCCC Alumni.

United Way Day of Caring
More than a dozen NCCC employees, students and 
graduates spent June 7, 2023 away from campus to join 
in the United Way of Greater Niagara’s Day of Caring. The 
group volunteered their time at the YMCA’s Camp Kenan 
in Barker, completing painting projects, assembling 
furniture and cleaning the facility.

Youth Summer Camps
NCCC offered an array of summer camps for 2023 
to grades 4-7 and 7-12. Ten camps were offered, 
the most successful being 2D and 3D Character 
Animation taught by instructor William Blenk. 
Students were able to learn the process for design 
and how to bring their character to life. Camp Rock 
taught by instructor, musician and composer, David 
Kane was also a popular camp where our young 
campers experienced what its like to be in a band 
while learning to play multiple instruments. We are 
excited for new growth in summer 2024.  

Pride Flag Raising Ceremony
As part of Niagara Pride’s 2023 Season of Pride, NCCC 
hosted a pride flag raising ceremony on campus. 

This ceremony, along with other flag raisings at Artpark, 
Niagara Falls State Park, Niagara Falls City Hall, and The 
City of Lockport, celebrate the LGBTQ+ community 
throughout Niagara County and all of western New York.
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Day of Giving
On November 29, 2022, the NCCC campus 
community came together to raise over $6,000 in  
24 hours for the annual Day of Giving. All funds 
raised directly supported various areas of the 
College including Athletics, the NCCC Campus 
Pantry, Veterans Memorial Park, the Student 
Showcase, and the Annual Fund. 

Native American Heritage Month
To honor Native American heritage, the campus 
community gathered for celebration. Students enjoyed 
cornsoup with frybread and peri peri chicken with rice, 
while participating in presentations and listening to 
Haudenosaunee songs. We were also joined by Erwin 
Printup Jr., a Cayuga/Tuscarora artist and painter.

Community

9/11 Memorial Step Challenge
On Sunday, September 11, 2022, four members of the 
NCCC Public Safety Department participated in the 9/11 
Memorial Step Challenge to honor the first responders 
who lost their lives during the 9/11 trade towers tragedy.  
Our Public Safety Officers joined first responders from 
Niagara and Erie County to climb the stairs of the Niagara 
Gorge between Whirlpool and Devil’s Hole State Park.  

Left to right: Officer Conrad Janik Jr., Officer Robert 
McCartney, Assistant Chief Terry Gill, and Officer Alan Feidt.

J.P. Morgan Corporate Challenge
In June NCCC participated in its first-ever Corporate 
Challenge at Delaware Park in Buffalo. This fleet 
group promoted the college, bonded with 
colleagues and ran or walked the 3.5-mile race

Left to right: Andrew Yaeger, Jen Allen, John Eichner, 
Catherine Kern, Sabrina Faso, Jennifer Massa,  
Rebecca Keaton and Matt Mackey
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Championship Teams 
Baseball (44-7 overall) 
The baseball program won its third consecutive Region III Div. III championship. The 
Thunderwolves made their eighth appearance since 2008 at the NJCAA Div. III World 
Series, finishing fourth in the country.

Women’s Basketball (29-5 overall) 
The women’s basketball program was Region III Div. II champions for the fifth 
consecutive season. The Thunderwolves won a second consecutive East District title to 
punch their fourth ticket to the NJCAA Div. II Tournament in the past five seasons.

Men’s Basketball (30-3 overall) 
The men’s basketball program brought home the Region III Div. II championship for 
the third straight year. The Thunderwolves won a second consecutive East District title 
en route to their fourth trip to the NJCAA Div. II Tournament in the past seven years. 

Thunderwolves Drafted  
to Major League Baseball
Pitchers Ryan Birchard (left) and Brendan 
Morse (right) were the latest Thunderwolves 
picked in the Major League Baseball Draft. 
Birchard, an All-American sophomore, was 
selected by the Milwaukee Brewers with pick 
No. 155 in the fifth round. Morse, an NCCC 
freshman, was selected by the Texas Rangers 
with pick No. 531 in the 18th round.

Birchard is the highest NCCC draft pick since 
head coach Matt Clingersmith took over the 
program in 2006. They represent the fifth and 
sixth draft picks during Clingersmith’s tenure 
and are the first set of NCCC teammates to be 
selected in the same year since 1969.

WINNING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Athletics
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Grants

Funder Funding

NYS Office of Children and Family Services Child Care Stabilization Grant 2.0 for Workforce Supports  $13,700.00 

NYSED - Coordinated Collection Development Aid - Annual Library Aid FY '23  $7,767.00 

NYSED - Liberty Partnership Program  $522,864.00 

NYSED Perkins Title V Career and Technical Education Act  $453,663.00 

NYSED - PTECH - Grant was submitted by N.F. High School as the Lead Agency  $52,443.00 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD)  $368,683.23 

Patrick Lee Foundation Mental Health Supports  $50,000.00 

The Statler Foundation - NFCI Hospitality Revitalization  $11,500.00 

SUNY Cannabis Workforce Development  $333,333.00 

SUNY Child Care Block Grant  $39,500.00 

SUNY Child Care Operational Grant  $80,043.00 

SUNY Early Childhood Paid Internship Program  $9,594.00 

SUNY Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)  $98,000.00 

SUNY High Needs Localities Fund Allied Health  $125,000.00 

SUNY High Needs Localities Fund Workforce Academic Programs FY 2023  $66,000.00 

SUNY Racial Equity for Adult Credentials in Higher Ed (REACH)  $15,000.00 

SUNY Small Business Development Center Annual Support FY '23  $333,736.00 

US Department of Education - Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS)  $99,837.00 

WNYLRC Access and Innovation Grant Program  $7,112.00 

Total  $2,687,775.23 

The Grants Office managed over $2.6 million in grant funding awards during the most recently completed 
fiscal year. Twenty-eight grant applications, totaling $6.9 million in funding requests were made in 2022 - 23.

Direct Support Professional 
Microcredential
NCCC is proud to offer the first direct support 
microcredential program among SUNY.

SUNY, in partnership with the NYS Office for People With 
Developmental Disabilities, developed this program to 
recognize the distinct skills and competencies required 
of today’s direct support professionals. The program will 
provide training that leads to national certification in the 
field of developmental disabilities.
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2022-2024 Distinguished Student Scholarship recipients, Isabel Konopka, Evan Bush,  
Evan O’Connor, Evan Vickers, Dillan VanDenBosch, Abigail Stiokas

Dr. Julie Woodworth, RN, CNE presents graduate Korey MacDonald  
with Patrick P. Lee Foundation Distinguished Lee Scholar Award

Front row: Lee Scholar Kacie Waliszewski ’23, Distinguished Lee Scholar Korey McDonald ’23, Lee Scholar Jacquelyn Johnson-Harper ’23 
Back row: Jane Mogavero, Executive Director, Patrick P. Lee Foundation, NCCC President William Murabito, Christopher Allaire, Program Officer, Patrick P. Lee Foundation
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NCCC Graduate is First Two-Year School Recipient  
of Prestigious Award
The Distinguished Lee Scholar Award recognizes exceptional Lee Scholars who have 
successfully integrated the Foundation’s values of integrity, leadership and service into 
their personal and academic endeavors. Recipients demonstrate leadership in and out of 
the classroom, help foster the community of Lee Scholars, and find meaningful ways to give 
back to others. 

NCCC Nursing graduate Korey MacDonald is the first two-year school recipient of the 
Distinguished Lee Scholar Award from the Buffalo-based Patrick P. Lee Foundation. 

In addition to this prestigous award, Korey was also elected as a representative to the 
Student Nursing Association by his classmates.

The NCCC Nursing program was proud to have two additional Lee Scholars this past year; 
Kacie Waliszewski, a first-generation graduate in her family, and Jacquelyn Johnson-Harper, 
who changed her career path after a tragic loss.

Thank you to the Patrick P. Lee Foundation for helping NCCC students achieve their dreams.

Class of 2024 Distinguished Scholars 
The NCCC Foundation awarded its most prestigious scholarship to six members of the 
Class of 2024. The Distinguished Student Scholarship goes to full-time, incoming NCCC 
freshman who earned a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 at a Niagara County high school and 
graduated with a New York State Regents diploma. Recipients must have demonstrated 
strong community service and provide assurance they plan to stay in Niagara County upon 
graduation and entry into the work force. 

The Class of 2024 Distinguished Student Scholars are: 
• Evan Bush, Starpoint 
• Isabel Konopka, Niagara Wheatfield 
• Evan O’Connor, North Tonawanda 
• Abigail Stiokas, North Tonawanda  
• Dillan VanDenBosch, Lewiston-Porter 
• Evan Vickers, Niagara Wheatfield

SUPPORTING STUDENTS
NCCC Foundation

2022-2024 Distinguished Student Scholarship recipients, Isabel Konopka, Evan Bush,  
Evan O’Connor, Evan Vickers, Dillan VanDenBosch, Abigail Stiokas

Front row: Lee Scholar Kacie Waliszewski ’23, Distinguished Lee Scholar Korey McDonald ’23, Lee Scholar Jacquelyn Johnson-Harper ’23 
Back row: Jane Mogavero, Executive Director, Patrick P. Lee Foundation, NCCC President William Murabito, Christopher Allaire, Program Officer, Patrick P. Lee Foundation
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ASSOCIATES $500+
Ms. Jean Adjemian ’68
Ms. Katherine Alexander
Mrs. Ann Briody Petock
Mrs. Catherine Brown
BXI Consultants
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Canada ’76
Mr. Greg Carballada
Mrs. Christina Cerrone-Pecoraro ’06
Ms. Sharon Certo
Ms. Traci Certo-Murphy
Mr. Mark Constantino
Mr. David* and Mrs. Monica DiCamillo
Mr. Robert and Dr. Frances Sorge-Dotton
Mr. Joseph Grabka ’84
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hooper
Italian 101
Mr. Raed Jabaji
Dr. Katherine Johnson
John Fiore Foundation, Inc
Ms. Nancy Knechtel
Ms. April Lauer
Mr. Robert MacDonald
Ms. Francis Matuszewski
Monroe-Tresselt Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Marc O’Hearn
Mr. David Oldani
Mr. Matt Oleski
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rickan ’81
Ms. Carol Riniolo
Mr. Lester Robinson ’87
Mr. David Rogers
Mr. John Roneker
Mr. James Roscetti
Mr. Nicholas Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. William Ross
Rotary Club of Niagara County Central 
Mr. Donald Saph ‘91
Mrs. Jayne Schaber
Mrs. Geraldine Sdao
Sevenson Environmental Services, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Smith ’65
Mr. Patrick Sorge ’85
Mr. David Stimson
Mr. Bradley Swiech
Mr. Scott Terranova
The Commencement Group

Mr and Mrs. Gina Virtuoso
Mr. Lee Wallace ’72
Mr. Jerald Wolfgang*
Ms. Cheryl Yager
Mr. Qiaolong Ye
Mr. Earl Zortman
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Zvolensky

BLUE & GOLD $250+
Aquarium of Niagara
Mr. John Assimotos
Mrs. Bridget Beilein
Mr. Donald Bielecki
Mr. William Briggs
Dr. Suzanne Buffamanti
Mr. Anthony Cancemi
Mr. David Chamberlain
Mr. Kevin Clark
Dr. Antonette Cleveland
Ms. Rose Connolly
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dashineau
Dessert Deli
Ms. Lisa Dubuc
Mr. John Eichner
Mr. Fabio Escobar
Mr. Terry Gill ‘93
Mr. Vincent Ginestre
IBEW Local 237
Ms. Anne Jowsey
Ms. Mary Khattak
Mr. Brian Konopka
Mr. James Krolewski
Mr. Matthew Mackey
Ms. Teresa McEvoy ’72
Mr. Daniel McGovern
Mr. William McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Michel
Assemblyman Angelo J. Morinello
Senator Robert G. Ortt
Mr. William Paterson ’65
Mr. Todd Phillips ’01, ’98
S & H Enterprises
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Siddall
Mr. Michael Sieczkowski
Dr. Virginia Taylor ’76
Mr. Terry Treichler ’88
United Way of Buffalo & Erie County 

Ms. Taylor Wai
Mr. Brandon Warden
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Winter ’74
Mr. Pascal Zanzano

FRIEND $100+
Ms. Kristine Abraham 
Ms. Audrey Agnello 
Mr. David Barrett ’73
Ms. Annette Beutel 
Mr. Nate Beutel
Mr. Randall Bolt
Mr. Ron Bolt
Mr. Steven Bolt
Mr. Mike Bueno
Buffalo Bisons
Mr. Jim Busha
Mr. Robert Cianciosa 
Mr. John Cipolla
Mr. Joseph Colosi 
Mr. Paul Crawford 
Cristoforo Colombo Society 
Mr. Dale Debacco 
Mr. Kevin Dellapenta 
Mr. Dwayne Dewyea 
Ms. Kathleen Dietz 
Mr. Michael Filicetti ’10 
Mr. Kurt Finkbeiner 
Ms. Phyllis Floro
Ms. Gemma Fournier 
Fox Fence Inc.
Mr. Angelo (Zig) Fracassi ’85 
G & G Fitness
Mr. Bill Gannon
Mr. W. G. Gillies
Ms. Jeanne Gladysz 
Mr. Jesse Goldberg 
Mr. Tom Goodnick 
Mr. William Graziano 
Ms. Susan Gugino 
Ms. Lessie Hamilton-Rose 
Mr. David Haylett
Mr. Steven Hoover 
Ms. Angela Jackson 
Mr. Sean Jamieson
Mr. Dean Judy
Mr. Michael Kather 

Mr. Raymond Keller 
Ms. Patricia Kennedy 
Ms. Patricia Klinger 
Dr. Michael LaFever 
Mr. Joseph Lascala 
Ms. Michelle Madigan 
Mrs. Lisa Mahl
Mr. David McAninch 
Mr. Glenn Meyers ’77 
Mr. David Moore
Mr. Steven Moran ’86
Mr. Michael Nasca 
NCCC Arts, Humanities & Social 
Science Sunshine Club 
NCCC Security Office 
Niagara Falls Police Club, Inc 
Niagara National Inc.
Ms. Victoria Orzetti 
Mr. Robert Patronik 
Dr. Michael Pikus
Ms. Rachel Prychodko 
Mr. Gene Pucci
Ms. Lynn Puskas
Mr. Al Richards
Ms. Michelle Roman 
Mr. Jon Roth
Royalton-Hartland Central School 
Mr. Demetrius Sarigiannis 
Mr. Mark Schrantz 
Mr. Kevin Shelley
Ms. Lynne Shuster 
Ms. Susan Siegmann 
Ms. Theresa Silvestre 
Mr. Ike Smith
Dr. Ian Stapley
Mr. John Strong
Mr. Craig Swanson 
Ms. Rosemary Sweetman 
Ms. Barbara Szpaicher 
Mr. Reynor Thompson 
Ms. Barbara Tobin 
Mr. Timothy Tomsen
Toth’s Sports
Mr. Anthony Ventresca
William Davis Inc.

*Deceased

NCCC Foundation




