




A COMMUNITY OF LEADERS
NCCC Board of Trustees

Gina Virtuoso 
Chairperson

Katherine Alexander Kevin Clark Sheila Smith Jerald Wolfgang Maurice Jackson 
Student Trustee

William Ross 
Vice Chairperson

Jason Cafarella 
Financial Secretary

Bonnie Sloma 
Secretary

NCCC is governed under policies established by its Board of Trustees. All Trustees are area residents, with a 
student trustee elected annually by the student body.

*Some photos were taken at a time when masks were not required on campus.
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NCCC Music students, Amanda Moran and Collin Lacki
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NCCC Instructor Scott Sackett and 
Distinguished Alumnus Paul Lamont ’86 
Honored for The Songpoet
Documentary filmmakers Scott Sackett and Paul Lamont ’86 
have been honored with multiple Telly Awards for their film, 
The Songpoet. The film received a Silver Telly for documentary, a 
Silver Telly for biography, and Bronze Telly Awards for the use of 
music and music video. Lamont was also honored with a Silver 
Telly for directing. The Songpoet tells the story of legendary 
singer-songwriter, Eric Andersen. Ten years in the making, the 
documentary was filmed in the U.S., Canada, the Netherlands, 
France, Germany, and Norway. Produced in association with 
the Center for Independent Documentary with partial funding 
provided by a generous grant from the Tramuto Foundation, 
The Songpoet had its North American premiere at the 2020 
Santa Barbara International Film Festival and was distributed in 
the spring of 2021 by American Public Television. It can be seen 
on public television stations nationwide and on PBS.org.

Emeritus Award Recipients
Recognized for their achievements in  
teaching, as well as all they contributed 
to NCCC.

Dr. Martin Drake, Student Services 
Cynthia Meyers, Radiologic Technology 
James Mezhir, Criminal Justice 
Dr. Carol Rogers, Human Services 
Gail Tylec, Health and Physical Education

Photo Credit: Image from The Songpoet courtesy Getty Images

Gail Tylec, Professor Emerita

6     NIAGARA COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE



NYS Pathways in Technology 
Early College High School Program
Niagara County Community College is pleased to 
partner with Niagara Falls City School District in 
offering interested students free college and a degree 
in Mechanical Technology.  Funding is provided from 
NYSED via the Pathways in Technology Early College 
High School Program (P-TECH).  Over the course of 
the next six years, approximately 150 NFCSD students 
will benefit from this program.  In 2021 alone, 47 
students signed up to participate; nearly doubling the 
initial goal of 25 per year.  The ability to earn a college 
degree while in high school exists, and students can 
participate in P-TECH for up to six years.

SUNY Chancellor’s Awards  
for Excellence
Student Excellence 
Three sophomores at Niagara County 
Community College received the SUNY 
Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence. 
Pictured to the left are Arianna (Ari) Morales, 
Allyson (Ally) Knuutila-Clark, and Miranda Fiore, 
who were recognized for their outstanding 
achievements in academics, campus 
involvement, and community service at a virtual 
award ceremony held by SUNY on April 14.

Excellence in Professional Service 
Cheri Yager, Wellness Center

Excellence in Classi�ed Service 
Donna Simiele, Online Learning

Academics

Students enrolled in P-TECH program
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EOP Ribbon Cutting 
On November 17, 2020, the NCCC Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP) hosted a grand opening 
of their new office suite in A Building.  

Students and employees toured the new space, met 
with students currently enrolled in the EOP program, 
and spoke with EOP Coordinator, Angela Jackson.

Town Hall Meetings for  
Faculty and Students
Several times throughout the year, the College 
came together virtually to have a town hall 
meeting.  The purpose of these meetings 
was to keep the college informed amidst the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Several of the 
meetings were used to review and update 
the College’s planning process and to solicit 
questions, concerns and feedback from 
employees and the student body.

In addition, this format was used to present 
the annual years of service and Chancellors 
Awards for Excellence in January 2021.  

NCCC President William Murabito, EOP Coordinator Angela Jackson 
and Board of Trustee Chair Gina Virtuoso

14     NIAGARA COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE







C

E. Taste of Fall Fest 
On September 25, 2020, Student Life sponsored an 
evening of fall activities and food trucks including Cheesy 
Chick, Outback Kettle Korn, Coldstone Creamery, and 
NCCC Dining Services.  

F. CAB Haunted House
On October 29, 2020, The Campus Activity Board set up a 
haunted house in the gym.  Students decorated the venue 
and dressed up in spooky costumes to provide a festival 
Halloween experience for students and staff on campus.  

G. Gingerbread Kits
In 2020, Gingerbread Wonderland was made possible in 
a take-home format where families could purchase kits 
including gingerbread cookies and decorating supplies, 
holiday crafts, coloring sheets and letters to Santa.  

D. Virtual Film Festival
Niagara County Community College’s 
2021 Film & Animation Festival was held 
entirely online and featured three free Zoom 
workshops, led by industry professionals. 

Craig Lindberg, a professional makeup artist, 
offered a class on “Special Effects Makeup for 
TV and Film.”  

Television and film actor, Josie DiVincenzo, 
offered a class entitled “Auditioning for the 
Camera: More than Meets the Lens.”

Renowned animation artist Tony White held a 
class on “Hand-Drawn 2D Animation.”

E F

"HOSTESS"  By Ulyana Koinichenko & Alexander Bubnov, Ukraine 
First Prize in Animation

D

G

Events
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A. NCCC - Another Year Older?
Plans have begun to create an engaging year-long 
community celebration in honor of the 60th Anniversary 
of Niagara County Community College from September 
2022 – August 2023.  The celebration will include 
academic offerings, lectures, alumni gatherings, 
athletic contests, performances, concerts and student 
celebrations.  With that in mind, we plan to use the 
60th Anniversary Celebration to highlight the College’s 
achievements, recognize its growth and success, 
and bring the community together to highlight this 
tremendous milestone. 

To keep in the loop on the anniversary plans, connect 
with us on social media or update your information 
with the Alumni Office so that we can share exciting 
opportunities tied to the 60th Anniversary with you.  Visit 
www.niagaracc.suny.edu/60years for more information 
on how you can get involved! This is one celebration that 
you won’t want to miss!

B. Auxiliary Gymnasium 
Upgrades
The auxiliary gymnasium on campus received 
a face-lift in the summer of 2021, providing 
a fresh, vibrant, indoor training space to be 
utilized by our ten intercollegiate athletic teams, 
intramurals and recreation, along with the Health 
and Physical Education program at NCCC.  State-
of-the-art royal blue synthetic turf with a large 
Thunderwolves logo in the center of the gym was 
installed to replaced outdated rubber flooring.  
In addition, the space was transformed with new 
black padding with the Thunderwolves logo, 
new netting, two full batting cages, and new LED 
lighting for increased energy efficiency. 

A B

20     NIAGARA COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE



C. Veterans Park
The NCCC Foundation and Niagara County Community 
College have announced the Veterans Memorial Park 
Campaign to relocate and expand the existing monument 
on the Sanborn campus. The project affords NCCC an 
opportunity to honor those who defended our freedom. 
Area veterans, their families, NCCC alumni, students, and 
employees are invited to memorialize their service and 
those of their loved ones, via an engraving on the new 
memorial wall, benches, or flagpoles. 

For more information, visit:  
www.niagaracc.suny.edu/veterans/memorialpark. 
 

D. Welding Renovations
In September of 2021, the Niagara County Legislature 
voted to approve $1 million towards opening a welding 
and metalworking laboratory at NCCC that will train 
students interested in those trades. The College also 
received a $300,000 grant towards the project from the 
National Science Foundation.

E. Cafeteria Renovations
The Dining Commons was unveiled in the 
summer of 2021.  This $800,000 investment 
reinvigorated the second floor cafeteria space 
with new seating for dining and student 
collaboration, new menu items inspired by 
NFCI, new equipment for food service and 
preparation, and the installation of electronic 
device charging locations spread throughout 
the space. 

In the future, the Dining Commons plans to have 
an app to allow for pre-orders, which will lead 
to decreased wait times for food and increased 
customer satisfaction.  The space will also be 
equipped with enhanced electronic technology, 
dual video walls for presentations and movie 
nights, and a larger space for meetings and 
educational instruction. 

E

C

D

Developments

2020-2021 Annual Report     21







Strong Choice for Chief Diversity  
and Equity Officer at NCCC
In August 2020, Associate Professor John D Strong was 
appointed as the new Chief Diversity and Equity Officer. 
Strong has been at the College for over 15 years, working 
as an Associate Professor in Health and Physical Education 
and serving as the Personal Trainer Certificate Coordinator. 
He holds a Master of Science degree from Walden 
University and a Bachelor of Science Degree from Canisius 
College.

Strong now leads the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) 
Committee that was formed in September of 2016.  Along 
with committee members, Strong is working to increase 
support for social justice and equity in developing 
curricula, programs, events, services, policies, and 
procedures on campus. 

During the 2020-2021 academic year, Strong and the 
committee engaged in campus-wide outreach. Some of 
the highlights include:

• Creating and executing an EDI Action Plan.

• Hosting “Diverse Dialogues” which welcomed students, 
employees, and the community to have conversations 
about inclusivity at NCCC.  

• Incorporating monthly cultural celebrations into Student 
Life activities. 

• Developing and/or identifying nearly 20 academic 
courses with an EDI lens.

• Evaluating recruitment and outreach practices to sustain 
diversity in the hiring process, student recruitment, and 
external partnerships.

• Creating a comprehensive webpage showcasing 
initiatives that the campus community can get involved 
with, including events, lectures and discussions with 
other college campuses, cultural clubs, and resources for 
employees and students.

To learn more or get involved, please visit:  
www.niagaracc.suny.edu/edi. 
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D. NCCC Small Business 
Development Center Receives 
Impact Award
The Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) on the Sanborn campus was selected 
as the recipient of the Niagara USA Chamber 
of Commerce’s 2020 Impact Niagara Award. 
It was presented to the SBDC during a special 
event hosted by the Niagara USA Chamber 
of Commerce and M&T Bank. Between March 
2020 and January 2021, our SBDC assisted over 
370 clients with 74 receiving disaster funding 
totaling over $16.6 million, and saving or 
creating 1,609 jobs.

C. Niagara Falls Culinary Institute  
on Tour
Chefs from NFCI performed “Fire on Ice” demonstrations 
throughout the state at many BOCES sites. This 
interactive demo showed high school students how to 
make ice cream using liquid nitrogen and bananas foster 
using flame. Other demonstrations included pumpkin 
pie, gelling, and carrot risotto. Our chefs and recruiters 
traveled from the southern tier beyond Syracuse to 
showcase our award-winning faculty and quality 
programs. 

E. Men of Merit
The Men of Merit program is coordinated by Will Brinson, 
Coordinator of Multicultural Services. It is a mentorship-
mentee program, linking community leaders with 
students. Traditionally, Men of Merit was created to 
support black, male students, however NCCC’s program 
is open to all races, cultures, and genders. Last year, Men 
of Merit hosted leadership luncheons, discussions, and 
even a fishing excursion.

EC

D

Year in Review

Participants in Men of Merit program
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NCCC Foundation’s Investment  
for Student Success  
Donations to the NCCC Foundation build good 
programs into powerful educational experiences 
for our students. Your gifts create scholarships, 
renovate classrooms to incorporate new learning 
technologies and equipment, and enhance the 
College in ways that benefit the community. 

The NCCC Foundation Board approved a donation 
of $345,034 to the College. These funds generated a 
matching donation by the State of New York through 
the State University of New York (SUNY) Community 
College Capital Program creating a grand total of 
$690,068 to benefit students.

Foundation Board Chair and NCCC Trustee, Jerald I. 
Wolfgang supports “The importance of upgrading 

NCCC’s equipment and technology so our 
students have a competitive advantage for future 
employment”. Student Government President, Ally 
Knuutila-Clark, extended her appreciation to the 
Foundation and the SUNY Community College 
Capital Program for “Recognizing students who 
choose NCCC because it is the Smart Place to Start. 
Students trust their education will be a major 
stepping stone to their future success.” 

If you are interested donating toward our students 
success, please contact Deb Brewer, NCCC Foundation 
Director, at (716) 614-5911, email dbrewer@niagaracc.
suny.edu, or visit our website: www.niagaracc.suny.
edu/foundation.

A COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS
NCCC Foundation
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New Friends & Family Memorial Scholarships
ACF of Greater Bu�alo in Memory of Monte Dolce Scholarship 

The family of Monte W. Dolce, with the American Culinary Federation of Greater Buffalo and ACF-accredited NCCC 
/ Niagara Falls Culinary Institute (NFCI), offers this scholarship for Culinary and Baking & Pastry Art students. This 
scholarship is offered in memory of Chef Monte Dolce’s life and his undying commitment to nurturing a love for 
culinary arts in others. NFCI, in conjunction with the ACF of Greater Buffalo, is focused on fostering cooks and 
chefs with knowledge, skills, and professionalism to high standards in the culinary industry.

Briody Memorial Nursing Scholarship 

NCCC Foundation Board Member, Ann Briody Petock, made it possible for the Foundation to receive a 
permanently restricted endowed scholarship. The Briody Health Care Facility served the Lockport community 
for over 70 years, providing care to thousands of individuals in need of long-term care or rehabilitation. Mrs. 
Edna Quinlivan Briody opened the facility in 1946. For three generations, the Briody family welcomed patients 
and their families by providing personalized, compassionate care while preserving their patient’s dignity. This 
scholarship was made possible by the generous donations given in memory of loved ones who had resided at the 
Briody Health Care Facility.

Mary Jane Quinby Nursing Scholarship 

The Connolly children; in loving memory of their mother, Mary Jane Quinby, established this scholarship. Mary 
Jane was an Adjunct Instructor who thoroughly enjoyed enriching the lives of students through nutrition 
classes for the NCCC Nursing program. Mary Jane was a Cornell alumna and a lifelong dietitian who shared her 
love for food in professional and personal areas. Mary Jane believed strongly in the pursuit of both formal and 
informal education as a vehicle to make the world a better place. She had a deep respect for traditional and 
non-traditional students all of whom balance a number of challenges to achieve an educational milestone. This 
scholarship will recognize the achievements of continuing nursing students.

Carolyn Cianciosa Memorial Scholarship

Carolyn Cianciosa’s husband, Robert, established this scholarship to assist NCCC students in achieving their 
educational goals. Carolyn was a faculty member at NCCC for over 20 years until her retirement in 2012.  She had 
a critical role in establishing the Radiologic Technology program and grew enrollment from 13 to 100 students. 
Her achievements were recognized by receiving the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching in 1997 
and the Dr. Carol Jamieson Award in 2011 for her dedication to the students and faculty of NCCC.

Jordyn Bobzien Katelyn Hurst Elijah Alker Angelina Emmons

2020-2022 Distinguished Student Scholars
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Scholarship Gala 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the NCCC 
Foundation Board of Directors canceled the 30th 
Annual Foundation Scholarship Gala in 2020. 
Although the biggest fundraising event of the year 
did not occur, the need for student scholarships 
still remained. However, thanks to the continued 
support of our generous donors, the NCCC 
Foundation raised over $40,000 to invest in our 
students’ futures. These sustained contributions 
are crucial to the success of our students allowing 
them to achieve their career goals starting with a 
NCCC education. 

Since 1987, the NCCC Foundation has been 
committed to helping students succeed. We 
continue the support of students even when we 
are not able to hold our annual dinner and auction 
at the Niagara Falls Culinary Institute. To keep our 
guests safe, we transitioned our event to a virtual 
celebration throughout October 2021.

Mark your calendars to celebrate the Foundation 
Scholarship Diamond Gala on Saturday, October 22, 
2022. This Gala will kick off the 60th Anniversary of 
the College! We hope to see you there. 

NCCC Foundation Board 2020-2021 

William Bevacqua 

David R. Bonnevie, DDS ’74  

Ann Briody Petock 

Jason J. Cafarella ’98  

Vincent “Jimmy” A. Cancemi ’68  

Sharon Certo-Chislett 

Maria Crea, MD 

David J. DiCamillo  

Dr. Martin H. Drake ’75  

Jane N. Haenle 

Michael Hooper 

David I. Karwick 

Jack F. Kopczynski 

Robert MacDonald 

James A. Mezhir ’68  

Marc O’Hearn 

Christina Cerrone Pecoraro ’06  

Fred Rickan ’81  

Lester J. Robinson III ’87  

James C. Roscetti  

William L. Ross 

Jayne Schaber 

Geraldine Sdao 

Steven Sinclair 

Leon Smith ’65  

James Turner ’86  

Jerald I. Wolfgang 

NCCC Executive Committee 2020-2021 

William J. Murabito, Ph.D., Executive Director 

Deborah Brewer, Director to the Foundation Board 

Jerald I. Wolfgang, Chairperson 

David R. Bonnevie, DDS ’74, Vice-Chairperson  

David I. Karwick, Treasurer 

James Turner ’86, Secretary 

William Bevacqua, Member-At-Large 

David J. DiCamillo, Member-At-Large 

Jason J. Cafarella ’98, College Trustee  

NCCC Foundation

Daniel Burns Ashley Kopacz

2020-2022 Distinguished Student Scholars
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Mrs. Geraldine Sdao
Mr. & Mrs. Lee (Brenda) Simonson ‘74
Dr. & Mrs. Leon Smith ‘65
Dr. Ian Stapley
Mr. John D. Strong
Mr. Terry Treichler ‘88
Ms. Kelly Vincent ‘89
Ms. Cheryl Yager

FRIEND $100+
Mr. Ron Aughtmon
Mr. George Babcock
Ms. Deborah Bambrick ‘94
Mr. John Baran
Mr. Wayne B. Barnett ‘98
Mr. David R. Barrett ‘73
Ms. Elaine M. Beaudoin
Ms. Annette Beutel
Dr. Mark Bonacci
Mr. Larry Brezckowski
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick ‘82 Brown
Ms. Donna Bryk
Ms. Kimberly A. Buerger ‘84
Mr. Michael Buono
Ms. Michele Burke ‘02, ‘00
Mr. Don Busha
Mr. Ed Busha
Mr. Jim Busha
Mr. Christopher J. Carlin ‘81
Ms. Cindy Carlson
Mr. John J. Chiavetta
Mr. Dominic Cianciosa
Mr. Thomas A. Cinelli
Mr. John Cipolla ‘89
Mr. Robert W. Clark
Mrs. Corrine Collins-Wisor
Mr. Joseph F. Colosi
Mr. Paul Crawford
CRB Holdings Inc.
Mr. Douglas Currey ‘66
Mr. Jeremy Dawmen
Mr. Dwayne Dewyea
Ms. Kathleen Dietz
Mr. Robert A. Dobmeier
Ms. Cheri L. Dunn ‘20, ‘01, ‘96
Mrs. Madison Ebsary ‘09
Mr. Dave Eggers
Elma Animal Hospital PC
Ms. Barbara Federico
Ms. Natalie Fiala
Mr. Kirk Finkbeiner

Frontstream
Mrs. Vicki M. Fuerch
G & G Fitness
Mr. Bill Gannon
Mr. Terry Gill ‘93
Mr. Thomas Goodnick
Ms. Linda M. Gray ‘03
Ms. Lynne A. Graziani ‘08
Mr. John Grimmer
Mr. Tom Grimmer
Ms. Donna M. Gubala ‘97
Ms. Susan P. Gugino
Mr. Craig Guiliani
Mr. Marshall Haim
Mrs. Amanda Haseley
Mr. Christopher Herbeck
Mr. Edward P. Herman ‘18
Ms. Melinda Hescox
Hibbard’s Old Portage Shop
Mr. Robert W. Hilliard ‘79
Ms. Diane Hlavaty
Mr. James Hubbard ‘69
IBEW Local 237
Ms. Angela Jackson
Mr. Daniel L. Jackson ‘99
Mr. Michael P. Kather
Mr. Vince Kazmierczak ‘12
Ms. Denise M. Kelly
Ms. Michelle Kelly
Mrs. Patti Klinger
Ms. Allison Korta
Mrs. Patty Korta
Mr. Joseph Kronenwetter
Mr. & Mrs. Mark (Karen) Kwandrans
Ms. Margaret Lacki
Mr. Mike Lee
Lexis Nexis
Ms. Virginia L. Lively ‘97, ‘96
Ms. Kathleen A. Lorish ‘17
Mr. Wayne P. Lynch ‘98, ‘95
Mr. Matthew Mackey
Mrs. Lisa A. Mahl
Ms. Patricia Malyn
Mr. Ralph Mastrangelo
Mr. Corny McGillicuddy
Ms. Kathleen McLanahan
Ms. Sarah A. McMichael
Ms. Carrie Mellerski
Ms. Cynthia Meyers
Mr. Glenn C. Meyers ‘77
Mr. Brian R. Michel

Mr. Steven P. Moran ‘86
Mrs. Theresa Morosey
Mr. Walter E. Moxham
Mr. Michael A. Nasca
Network for Good
Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center
Niagara Falls Police Club, Inc.
Niagara Hospice
Niagara National Inc.
Mrs. M. Cynthia Noel
Mr. Allan Paris
Ms. Ruby Patronik
Mr. Gerald Peters
Ms. Tammy Pollock
Mr. Randall B. Rumley
Sagemark Consulting
Mr. Donald Saph ‘91
Mr. Demetrius Sarigiannis
Mr. Matt Schermerhorn
Mr. Duane R. Schielke ‘74
Mr. Lawrence Schiro ‘72
Mr. & Mrs. Charles (Laurie) Schmidt
Mr. David Schmidt
Ms. Michele Scito Flint
Mr. Shujat A. Shah ‘08
Mr. Kevin Shelley
Mr. John W. Sherrets ‘68
Mrs. Theresa M. Silvestre ‘82
Mr. Isaac Smith
Ms. Paula Smith
Ms. Rosemary J. Sobala
Mr. Jeffrey M. Stahlman
Starpoint Central School
Mr. Markell Summers
Ms. Karen H. Sypeck
Mrs. Barbara Szpaicher
Dr. Virginia M. Taylor ‘76
Mr. Raymond Tchorzewski
Mr. Timothy Y. Tomsen
Toth’s Sports
Mr. Anthony M. Ventresca ‘69
Mr. Steven Verheyn
Viola, Cummings & Lindsay LLP
Ms. Barbara Walck ‘12
Ms. LaVonne Walker
Mrs. Wendy Warchocki ‘83, ‘79
Mr. Frank T. Wierzbowski ‘71
Mr. James Wilder
Wilson House Inn
Ms. Gloria Wise
Mr. Pascal A. Zanzano

NCCC Foundation
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