Niagara County Community College
Copyright Policy (Effective Fall 2022)

According to the College Copyright Policy, all members of the College shall retain all property rights to
copyright and published creative endeavors. All property rights in books, teaching aids, audio and video
productions, computer software, and similar creative output belongs to the employee. These property
rights include the right to publish for private profit and the right to copyright any book, manual,
software program or other printed materials, and the right to negotiate privately with any person, firm,
or corporation for the manufacture of any equipment or teaching aid, and the right to acquire any
patent rights which may be obtainable. (See NCCC Policy Manual, Section 2).

When the materials are produced in connection with a release time project on a compensated basis, the
College retains joint property rights. These property rights entitle the College to use these books,
teaching aids, online courses, computer software, or equipment, regardless of copyrights or patents at
no cost to the College. The College shall have nontransferable rights, in perpetuity, to unrestricted use
within the College, of all inventions, discoveries, writings, online courses, or other creative endeavors,
made or authored by employees while under contract to the College at no cost.

In the case of materials produced as the result of grant funding, the funding agency will retain a non-
exclusive, irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use the materials for agency purposes,
exclusive of the royalties.

The College does not condone a policy of copying copyrighted materials instead of purchasing
copyrighted works where such copying would constitute an infringement under the copyright law.
However, for purposes of criticism, comment, scholarship, research and teaching, the "fair use" doctrine
authorizes the making of multiple copies for classroom use. See the College Copyright Policy in the
College Policy Manual for further clarification on copyright restrictions.
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